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AUCTION 


NOVEMBER /7th 


Grab your checkbook, swing by the ATM 
and load your junk... er, ah priceless treasures into 
the ole jalopy on November 7 and make the scene 
at the annual RARS auction. You must register to 
buy or sell at the auction, and registration will be 
conducted from 6:00PM until 7:30PM. Since the 
auction is held as a part of the regular RARS meet- 
ing, after a (very) little business is conducted, the 
auction will commence. 

Selling your equipment at the meeting helps 
raise money for RARS, since there is a 10% com- 
mission (with a maximum of $10) on each sale. 
Trying to avoid the commission by making side 
deals outside in the parking lot after the meeting will 
result in the perpetrator being bound, gagged and 


SAE RANE 


Yes, we've been a little slow over the past 
few months. I apologize for this... in addition to some 
previously discussed printing problems, I've had a 
heavier than usual workload. This has caused me to 
have a smaller "window" of time in which to get out the 
EXCITER, and if anything didn't occur according to 
schedule, a major delay was incurred. 

Fall is traditionally a very busy time for me... 
you may remember our "famous" cartoon issue of 
last December. But I am attempting to broaden the 
"window" for publishing the EXCITER. Meanwhile, 
your patience is appreciated (and a little help would 
be also :-). 

Curt KD4YU 


hoisted to the top of the .64 repeater tower covered 
with a gelatinous concoction of pigeon food. 
Remember, the BIG EVENT is Tuesday, 
November 7 at the Forest Hills Baptist Church (di- 
rections on page 2). Don’t miss itor your chance to 
get the deal of the century will be going, going and 
GONE until next year. 
Curt KD4YU. 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina. Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July 1 to 
June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 PM, 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the cornerofClark Avenue and Dixie 
Trail, just offof Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 / 445.95 MHzand a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 
area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 

1994 Officers: 
President: Rick Merkle , KA3PSK 
6412 Sassafras Lane 
Raleigh, NC 27614 
870-8268 
Vice President Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
848-4538 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 
Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 


Secretary: 


Treasurer: 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
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Young Ladies' Radio League 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

Allcopy must be in the hands ofthe editor by the end ofthe Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham bands 
using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 


to the club: 

Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 

7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC27615 
847-4641 
1994 Editor: Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
712-0207 
cphillips@interpath.com 
CompuServe: 73167,2050 


AMSAT 


REPEATER 
COORDINATION 
QUESTIONS 


This is a post I pulled off of packet about a new 
2 meter repeater in the Fayetteville (Hope Mills area) 
just put on line. I know some of you are familiar with 
SERA guidelines and have been hearing for the last 4 
years that there are no more 2 meter repeater frequen- 
cies available... 

Here’s the situation... in the 146 and 147 mhz 
repeater subbands, to coordinate a repeater pair one 
must be at least 100 miles from any other “on channel” 
repeaters, and at least 75 miles from and repeaters that 
are +/- 15 khz your desired pair. 

In the fall of 1991, I and a few other Wilson 
hams requested a repeater pair on 2 meters. We were 
told that there were no more available (in 1991!). We 
saw what looked like several good pairs still open, and 
began to build a repeater. We were turned down again 
and again for various specific requests with SERA 
saying, someone has already asked for it (but they’d 
never tell who that someone was), it doesn’t fit the plan 
(either on channel or adjacent channel), etc. 


Here’s the packet post... 
From ; NIFTE 
There is a new repeater in the Fayetteville area. 
The Sand Hills Amateur Radio Association proudly pre- 
sents the 146.805 machine in Hope Mills, NC. The machine 
is a liberal one which boasts an open autopatch. To use this 
feature, hit * # + number to bring it up, then # * to bring it 
down. For those of you who travel on I-95 through 
Fayetteville, you should have no problem getting into the 
repeater. Soon, in the near future, the repeater will find 
a new home on the 900 ft section of a local 1100 foot tower 
which will give the repeater a coverage area from Flo- 
rence, SC to Raleigh, NC. Also, the machine will have a 
HF link as well as a link to PCRN and a sister 220 and 440 
machine! Hope to hear you on the air! 73 de Keith- NIFTE 


I was disturbed to say the least... with my 
coordination headaches involving the Wilson 2 meter 


repeater (took 3 YEARS and multiple letters to get a 
continued on page 8 


RARS REPEATER 
UPDATE 


A bunch of work has gone into making the 
RARS repeaters work better recently. Here’s the 
details: 

A couple of weekends ago, Mike WA4BPJ, 
Alan AB40Z Joey KE4DRJ and Jeff AC4ZO climbed 
the 375 foot tower near Strickland and Six-Forks. 
Mike’s all-ham family became the ground-crew - 
Sharon KD4ACK and Katie KE4DRL. 

On top, they removed the Hustler G-6 Dual- 
Band antenna. We put that antenna up last year, but 
we have not been happy with it’s performance, 
especially on UHF. 

Next, they moved the Diamond tri-band 
antenna (144/220/440) from the side-mount posi- 
tion, and put it on top of the tower. Finally, they 
mounted a new Diamond X-500 Dual-band (144/ 
440) antenna on the side-mount (about 15 feet down 
from the top, on the west side of the tower). 

The reason for that configuration is to try to 
help the Dual band antenna survive the lightening 
season. At 17 feet tall, it was the lightning-rod for 
the tower when it was on top (a previous Diamond 
dual-bander blew up like an exploding cigar last year 
after a lightning hit). The shorter tri-bander is at 
about the same height as the massive cellular an- 
tenna lightning protection rods that share the top of 
the tower. 


HOW IT’S WORKING: 

Our first configuration had the 224.64 and 
146.64 repeaters sharing the triband antenna on top 
of the tower, and the 444.525 repeater alone on the 
dual-bander on the side. But neither of the .64 
machines liked the arrangement. We had some 
trouble with the Diamond Tri-Plexer, and it was still 
acting up. 

Mike took the triplexer out of the line, and 
took the 224.64 repeater off the air for a few days, 
leaving the 146.64 repeater alone on the tribander. 
But it still was not too happy — some significant 
desense when the transmitter was on the air. 


On October 14 I rearranged the system, 
continued over > > > > 
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putting both the 146.64 and 444.525 repeaters cn 
the side-mounted Diamond X-500, and the 224.64 
alone on the tribander on top of the tower (hey, I 
operate 220 — 220 rules!). 

So far, performance with this arrangement 
seems excellent. But, there may be some “holes” in 
our pattern on 146.64 and 444.525, to the east where 
they look “through” the tower. I’d appreciate any 
reports on system coverage from all areas. 

Another advantage to having 146.64 on the 
side antenna is taking it out of the “intermod zone” 
created by our 146.64 transmitter and the surround- 
ing cellular system (see the article in the October 
Exciter for more information on that problem). 

There were a couple of other clean-up items 
done as well. The fan that cooled the 444.525 finals 
was replaced — it had seized up. And the phone patch 
audio level was increased. It had been inadvertently 
lowered while Chuk was making audio adjustments 
to the repeater. 

After leaving the site, I noticed that the 
444.525 PL tone seemed strange — higher pitched 
than it should be. I “scanned” for it, and found it at 
151.4 Hertz, while it should be at 88.5 Hertz. I guess 
in killing power to the system several times while 
replacing the fan and changing antennas, it “repro- 
grammed” itself. 


FUTURE WORK: 

Mike is still working on a little audio mixer 
that will let us mix PL tone and the “backup battery” 
beep onto the 146.64 repeater. At the same time, 
we’ll go back to “transmit PL only while the squelch 
is open” mode... but Mike is trying to have that tone 
turned on during autopatches as well, so people listen- 
ing with PL decoders turned on won’t interrupt 
autopatches they aren’t hearing. 

The purpose for the custom PL is to permit us 
to use mobile-crossband repeaters to access the 
repeater. A side “benefit” allows users to listen to the 
repeater and hear only user voices — no beeps or 
repeater ID’s. 

Please remember that, while I may be re- 
porting on the system work, I do very little of it myself. 
Credit goes to the folks who actually attend the 
machine! 

73, Gary KN4AQ 


DIGITAL RULES 
CLARIFICATION 


The FCC, responding to a request from the 
ARRL, has clarified its rules regarding amateur radio 
stations’ use of digital codes. This as the result of a 
letter to the commission from the ARRL which said 
that some amateurs had expressed concern about the 
propriety of using the Clover, G-TOR, and PACTOR 
codes on bands below 30 mhz, because FCC rule 
97.309, subpart A appeared to authorize only 
BAUDOT, AMTOR, and ASCII codes. The league 
told the commission that it had worked with the 
developers of CLOVER, G-TOR, and PACTOR to 
document the technical characteristics of those codes, 
and asked the FCC to remove any doubt about their 
legality on the High Frequency bands. 

The FCC agreed, saying that the use of the 
three modes does not conflict with its objective of 
preventing the use of codes or ciphers intended to 
obscure the meaning of the communication. As a 
result the rule has been amended to include these 
modes. 

Amateur Radio Newsline 


CQ CONTEST 
MAGAZINE 


CQ Communications also will introduce CQ 
Contest, beginning in January 1996 and planned for 
ten issues a year. The editor of CQ Contest will be 
World-Wide Contest Director Bob Cox, K3EST. A 
spokesman for the publisher says that one of the 
principal goals of this new publication will be its 
international focus, scope and depth while concen- 
trating on coverage of people, analysis, techniques, 
reporting and technology. Publisher Ross adds that 
these two new niche new magazines in no way signal 
the abandonment of reporting on either of these 
specialties in his flagship CQ magazine. 

from Amateur Radio Newsline 


WHAT IF DR. SEUSS 
DID TECHNICAL WRITING? 


Here’s an easy game to play. 
Here’s an easy thing to say: 


If a packet hits a pocket on a socket on a port, 

And the bus is interrupted as a very last resort, 

And the address of the memory makes your floppy disk abort, 
Then the socket packet pocket has an error to report! 


If your cursor finds a menu item followed by a dash, 

And the double-clicking icon puts your window in the trash, 
And your data is corrupted ‘cause the index doesn’t hash, 
Then your situation’s hopeless, and your system’s gonna crash! 


You can’t say this? 
What a shame sir! 
We'll find you 
Another game sir. 


If the label on the cable on the table at your house, 

Says the network is connected to the button on your mouse, 
But your packets want to tunnel on another protocol, 
That’s repeatedly rejected by the printer down the hall, 


And your screen is all distorted by the side effects of gauss 
So your icons in the window are as wavy as a souse, 

Then you may as well reboot and go out with a bang, 
‘Cause as sure as I’m a poet, the sucker’s gonna hang! 


When the copy of your floppy’s getting sloppy on the disk, 
And the microcode instructions cause unnecessary risc, 
Then you have to flash your memory and 

you'll want to RAM your ROM. 
Quickly turn off the computer and be sure to tell your mom! 


Author Unknown...but definitely a net surfer. 
via Jeff AC4ZO 
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ATV VS. FM 


Another intermode battle is brewing. This 
one on the 70 centimeter ham band where two groups 
of operators, amateur television users and FM opera- 
tors are at odds. 

Codeless technician amateurs may not have 
intended to start a battle, but they seem to be involved, 
anyway. The controversy started last spring. That’s 
when the Mid America Coordination Council de- 
cided to phase out fast scan amateur television 
operations on the 440 MHz band. The reason given, 
so that more spectrum can be made available for 
increased use by FM voice and other narrowband 
interests. FM users say they need the space so they 
can set up more voice repeaters to accommodate the 
flood of codeless technicians joining amateur radio 
every month. In most parts of the U.S., the 2 meter 
band is already saturated and in many areas, UHF 
frequencies are getting busier, too. 

But ATV operators, including those who 
have operated on the 430 MHz band since before the 
first FM voice signal showed up, say not so fast. They 
say they won’t move higher in frequency. And they 
say neither the FM community nor their repeater 
councils have the right to tell them to leave. Support- 
ers of ATV point to FCC rules part 97.305, subpart C. 
That section authorizes fast scan amateur television 
and other wideband modes on the 70 centimeter band 
and above. ATV operators say that, with or without 
the blessings of the Coordination council or any other 
FM repeater frequency coordinator, their personal 
home stations will be staying on the air, right where 
they are. 

Some ATV operators indicate they are even 
willing to take the issue to court if they must, so that 
they can keep their slice of the 70 centimeter spec- 
trum. 

The clash between ATV and FM seems to be 
hottest in the territories that fall under the umbrella of 
the Mid America Coordination Council. Last spring, 
MACC voted to stop coordination of Amateur Tele- 
vision repeaters in the 70 centimeter band. It did not 
ban them, but it did request that they consider moving 
to bands higher in frequency. 

Many ATVers complained about this deci- 


sion so at a meeting held in St. Louis just prior to the 
national repeater coordinators conference, MACC 
voted once again. The results were the same. A non- 
binding recommendation that MACC member states 
no longer coordinate fast scan ATV repeaters onto 
the 70 centimeter band. And with this second affir- 
mative vote against ATV, it could spread to other 
parts of the country as the ham radio airwaves con- 
tinue to fill up. If nothing else, it appears as if definite 
battle lines have been drawn between the two modes. 

from Amateur Radio Newsline 


JARSfest 
NOVEMBER 19th 


On Sunday, November 19th the last major 
hamfest of the season in this area will be held in 
Benson. The Johnston Amateur Radio Society 
(JARS) will be sponsoring the hamfest at the Ameri- 
can Legion building on Highway 301. Dealers will be 
inside the building and the flea-market space for “tail- 
gaters” is available outside the building. 

For those heading south on I-40, taking Exit 
#325 to the right will lead you to Highway 301. Turn 
right on Highway 301 and the American Legion 
building is just a short distance on the right. Talk-in will 
be available on the 147.27 MHz repeater. 

Admission is $5 at the door and $4 in ad- 
vance. For advance tickets contact Jim Creswell 
KJ4SW (919-894-5479 evenings) prior to November 
2B 

Ham examinations will be held in conjunc- 
tion with the JARSfest. Contact Vince Yakamavich 
AA4MY at 847-8512 for information on the examina- 
tions. 

So scrape together your spare shekels and 
any gear you couldn’t sell at the auction (or perhaps 
some equipment you purchased at the auction) and 
head down to Benson on November 19. 

After all, Christmas is just around the corner and 
the perfect gift for your special someone is sure to be 
found at the JARfest. 

Curt KD4YU 


NEW FROM CQ 


CQ Communications plans a: mid-December 
debut of a new magazine, CQ VHF. Veteran Pub- 
lisher Dick Ross, K2MGA, says that CQ VHF will 
serve the specific needs and interests of hams whose 
operational and technical interests exist primarily in 
the world above 50 MHz. 

To accomplish this goal, Ross has named 
Emmy Award winning producer Richard Moseson, 
NW2L as the Editor in Chief of CQ VHF. Moseson 
tells Newsline there will be a mix of articles for the 
new ham as well as the more experienced operator. 

“It’s going to be a, hopefully well rounded, 
well balanced magazine with a combination of tech- 
nical articles, operating articles, beginners articles, 
construction projects and revues, news, you name it. 
If it has to do with VHF or UHF or higher, it will be 
there.” Moseson 

For those of you not aware, Rich Moseson is 
no stranger to the world of ham radio publishing. After 
spending a good part of his adult career as a news and 
special affairs producer for the CBS television net- 
work, Rich quit the rigors of the New York corporate 
establishment to devote his talents to the world of 
Amateur Radio. He joined CQ publishing in 1992 and 
since then has produced an entire library of video 
presentations aimed at the. new hams and hams to be. 
This year, he was the editor of the 50th anniversary 
commemorative issue of CQ magazine that many 
hams have dubbed to be a true collectors edition. With 
this kind of a background, you can bet that CQ VHF 
will be rather unique. 

from Amateur Radio Newsline 


THE UHF/VHE SIG 


meets on the 


2nd Wednesday night 


of each month. 
Contact Woody KJ4SO for info, 


848-1844. 


Long ago, they used to write reports for the 
EXCITER. 


1-YEAR OK FOR 
RF LIGHTS 


The Federal Communications Commission 
has waived its rules to permit the General Electric 
Company to begin marketing an “RF lightbulb.” 
The Commission waived, at GE’s request, FCC 
Rules Part 18 limits on the amount of RF energy that 
may be conducted into the electric power lines by RF 
lighting devices in the band 2.2 to 2.8 MHz. GE 
proposed marketing to consumers an unlimited num- 
ber of RF light bulbs that comply with the conduction 
limits for non-consumer RF lighting devices in this 
band. (FCC rules already permit RF lighting devices 
used in commercial environments to place this signal 
level on the AC power lines). The FCC said that there 
has been “no record of significant interference prob- 
lems from the use of these devices in commercial 
environments,” and also said that radio operations in 
the range 2.2 to 2.8 MHz “are not normally employed 
or intended for reception in residential environ- 
ments.” GE was granted a waiver for one year, and 
the FCC reserved the right to revoke it if it determines 
that RF lighting devices operating under the condi- 
tions of the waiver create “severe interference 
problems.” 

Three years ago a California company, 
Intersource Technologies, promoted an RF-powered 
lightbulb that operated at 13.56 MHz and was de- 
signed, according to the company, to keep uninten- 
tional radiation to a minimum (a story appeared in 
August 1992 QST, page 49). A 25-watt RF bulb was 
said to generate as much visible light as a 100-watt 
conventional bulb. These bulbs were never mar- 
keted. The ARRL will obtain samples of the GE bulbs 
for testing as soon as they are available. ARRL 
Laboratory Supervisor Ed Hare, KAI1CV, said that 
the new bulbs should not, if properly designed, create 
any more interference to Amateur Radio operations 
than fluorescent bulbs, dimmer switches, or other 
similar devices found in the home. 

from an ARRL Bulletin 


You don't really need for me 
to remind you of when and where the 


RARS nightly net meets, do you? 
i didn't think so. 


REPEATER COORDINATION 
continued from page 3 

poor frequency at best), having SERA turn down 
the ATV repeater when the SERA ATV Technical 
Advisor himself has his own ATV repeater in Ga. 
coordinated on the frequencies that SERA told me 
were not good ATV frequencies, and most recently 
being turned down for 147.045 for the Knightdale 
area to serve as a full-time 10 meter gateway for area 
2 meter operations because it “didn’t fit the bandplan” 
with Roanoke Rapids being only 60+ miles away on an 
adjacent frequency... not to mention multiple unan- 
swered letters and 2-3 months turnaround on simple 
repeater modification questions... 

Look at a map and see if Hope Mills is 75 
miles away from Clinton 147.79... nope, maybe 30 
miles at best. 147.375 was coordinated to K4ROK in 
Farmville... look at a map and see the “50ish” miles 
it was from 147.39 in Clayton. Now look at a map and 
see the 40 miles 147.375 in Pittsboro is from 147.39 in 
Clayton. These were the very situations that were 
used by SERA to not coordinate stuff that I and others 
have asked for... 

I’m not alone in this. Many others have asked 
for things only to be told it wasn’t available and yet see 
it come on the air later by one of the SERA staff, 
friends, etc. 

I was a little hot, to say the least. I can see 
how the coordination battles began in California and 
ended up with two coordinating bodies, each coordi- 
nating the same frequency to different people. I can 
see why some hams now don’t bother with coordina- 
tion... It seems that it’s all in who you know... Some 
are told that there are no more frequencies available, 
only to see more repeaters come on the air, year after 
year... 

So, I sent a reply via packet: 

Mi Keith. How far are you guys from Clinton and 
Wilmington? Is this a coordinated repeater? I see it in the 
SERA journal as N4EWG... is this the same repeater? I 
am happy for you guys in getting the new repeater up, 
but the SERA guidelines say you must be 75 miles from 
anyone on the guard channels (+/- 15 khz). Is Clinton 75 
miles from Hope Mills? I don’t think so, since SERA 
refused a local coordination in Knightdale for 147.045 
saying that we weren't quite 100 miles away up here... 
AND that we weren’t the required 75 miles from Roanoke 
Rapids. 
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I’m just curious how the repeater is coordinated 
by the SERA guidelines when it’s so close to Clinton. 

I must say that I’m not surprised, though. SERA 
seems to write the rules to protect them and their friends 
(just an observation). I was refused in the fall of 1991 for 
145.33 and told by Hampton and Co that it was spoken 

for... yep, in 1994 (!!) the repeater came on the air with 
Hampton's (the head coordinator) call onit. Iwas refused 
for a long list of frequencies of which several came on a 
year or two or three later with some of his friends calls on 
them. They also coordinated 147.375 (15 khz below the 
147,39 repeater in Clayton that I’m trustee of) to ahamin 
the Farmville area... only about 55 miles from the . 39 site. 
He even got on a couple of the .39 users to the east for 
interfering with his repeater, even though it didn’t fit the 
guidelines. Now, 147.375 has popped on in Pittsboro ... 
only 45 miles from 147.39 and the .39 users in Raleigh 
constantly hear the splatter from it’s transmitter... oh well... 

I was told, and have the paperwork to prove it, 
beginning in the fall of 1991 that there were no more 2 
meter frequencies available. Yet Hampton and PCRN 
(with their hand in the SERA pot) have been putting up 
2 meter repeaters one at a time... 

Don’t take this personal. Your repeater affects 
nothing that I have or maintain. I’m just worn out on the 
SERA coordination thing. Having the rules used on me 
as a whip, only to look around and see them broken by 
the very coordinators themselves. 

Input? 
73 de WB4IUY 


I personally think that the guidelines of 100 
miles “on channel” and 75 miles “guard channel” (in 
the 15 khz area) are too tight. Many repeater groups 
coordinate a lot tighter than that... some require PL 
(which isn’t a bad idea). BUT, what good are the 
current SERA “standards” if they’re not adhered to 
across the board. They have only served to shoot me 
in the foot, and haven’t kept the coordinators from 
coordinating to others too close to me. It’s kinda like 
gun laws... those who abide by the laws get shot... 

Coordination??? Hmmmph... in my opinion, 
it needs an overhaul. It needs to be run by people 
where there would be no conflict of interest. It needs 
to be run be someone who couldn’t have there strings 
pulled, and would follow the rules as they are. Period. 
Do I think it’ll change? No. 

73 de Dave WB4IUY 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


RARS Board Meeting 
September 19, 1995 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on September 19. The meeting was 
called to order by KC4UQN at 7:24p in the absence 
of KA3PSK.. Members present were: KN4AQ, 
WA4BPJ, KM4BU, K4HF, KB4MDZ, WA4PEN, 
KO4QH, AD4UL, KC4UQN, KD4YU, and AC4ZO. 

The August minutes were approved on mo- 
tion by KM4BU, seconded by AD4UL. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, and 
said that RARS membership is 320. 

In his VP report, KC4UQN said that the 
program for the October meeting may possibly be an 
ATV demonstration. Also, the RARS picnic is sched- 
uled for October 28 at Crabtree Lake. And lastly, 
Bruce needs entertainment for the RARS Christmas 
party. The IBM Chorale that performed last year is 
not available this year. 

At this point, the Chair was relinquished to 
KA3PSK who, by this time, had arrived. 

KN4AQ, in his PR committee report, said 
that CQ Magazine is preparing several publications 
aimed at getting new hams into the hobby. One of the 
publications bill include a profile of a large club such 
as RARS. Gary is providing photos of RARS activities 
for their consideration. 

Gary is also working with the media on cov- 
erage of ham activities in the Virgin Islands in the 
wake of the recent hurricane damage. 

KO4QH reports that there are now 11 per- 
sons enrolled in the RARS class which begins on 


ICOM's HOMEPAGE 
on the World Wide Web 


is at 
http://www.icomamerica.com 


October 2. All instructors are scheduled at this time. 
The Education SIG is planning to purchase the com- 
plete set of CQ video tapes, and a video unit to play 
them on. This is being funded by a grant received from 
the Communications Support Corporation which, by 
the terms of the grant, must be used for training 
purposes. 

KB4MDZ reported on recent work con- 
ducted on the RARS repeaters. He said that a noisy 
telephone line on the .64 machine has been repaired, 
and that the audio line levels have been adjusted. 
Chuck also reported that he has discovered that the 
FAA at RDU has no record of the Bayleaf tower 
existing. That is the 390 foot Sprint Cellular tower that 
is home to 3 RARS repeaters. 

Also on the topic of repeaters, Gary said that 
Sprint Cellular is doing some frequency coordination 
that will allow them to use all of their transmitters, 
without causing interference to .64, which has been 
a problem in the past. 

Under New Business, a discussion was ini- 
tiated concerning the composition of the Board of 
Directors. After lengthy discussion, it was decided 
that persons should be able to serve on the Board 
without having the added responsibility of chairing a 
committee so a motion was made by K4HF to keep the 
Board of Directors as outlined in the By-laws, and in 
addition, two Directors-at-Large shall be nominated. 
The motion was seconded by WA4BPJ, and the 
motion was carried. 

A nominating committee was appointed by 
the president. The committee is composed of K4HF, 
KM4BU, and AC4ZO. 

On motion by WA4PEN the meeting ad- 
journed at 9:54p. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 
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Regular RARS Meeting 
October 3, 1995 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on October 3, 1995 at the 
Forest Hills Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:41p by Rick KA3PSK, 
who welcomed 114 members and 6 guest. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, 
and said that RARS membership is 323. 

Bruce KC4UQN announced the RARS pic- 
nic. The event will be held on October 28 at Lake 
Crabtree. The large picnic shelter has been rented 
from 8:00a until dark. The food will be BBQ chicken, 
and hot dogs, and attendees are asked to bring a 
dessert of some sort. For more information, a picnic 
hot line has been set up at 676-8871. Alcoholic 
beverages are not permitted in the park. 

Bob N4VQN announced that once again, 
Mike Wood NT4O is organizing a group purchase of 
Call Books. The books this year are available in hard 
copy or on CD ROM. The hard copy edition is 
available for pickup only in Wake Forest, and the cost 
is $23 each for the North American, and International 
version. The CD ROM includes both versions and is 
available for $33 each, and will be shipped to your 
address. Payment must be received by Mike no later 
than October 10. 

Jim N3QYE announced that there is an ex- 
hibit depicting the history of W4ATC, The radio club 
at the North Carolina State University. The exhibit 
features unusual QSL cards, photographs, telegra- 
phy equipment, etc, and is located in the library. The 
exhibit will run through December. 

Dick KD4ISC spoke some kind words about 
Bill, KC4UQO, who will soon be moving to Texas. Bill 
has been a very active member of RARS, contribut- 
ing in many ways. 

Doug AD4UL publicly thanked all who helped 
with the public service events this fall. The MS-150 
raised $220k with the participation of some 700 rid- 
ers. Doug then announced the schedule of remaining 
events for the year. 

Tom KM4LB announced a simulated emer- 
gency test (SET) which is scheduled for October 21. 
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This is an event in which the ARES system is acti- 
vated and is an emergency preparedness exercise. 
Rick KA3PSK announced that one of out 
founding members, Bill K4CIA, has been involved in 
an automobile accident and is recovering in REX 
hospital. Bill was the first Treasurer of RARS. 

Paul NOOT asked for people to help him set 
up a Packet Cluster node at the State EOC. Also 
needed is a 386 or better computer. 

Brent KO4PY is planning on activating a 
station to operate the JOTA event associated with the 
Boy Scouts. Brent needs people to setup, operate, 
and tear down the station. JOTA (Jamboree On The 
Air) is scheduled for the weekend of October 20. 

Jeff AC4ZO announced that there will be a 
testing opportunity for FCC commercial exams in 
Durham on October 21. Contact Steve, AB4EL, for 
details. 

Walter KM4BU has been involved with 
Scouts and described the procedure to register with 
the Scouts as a merit badge counselor. 

Also, Walter is seeking volunteers to per- 
form in the RARS Ham Band for the RARS picnic. 

Bill KC4UQO then took the stage and said 
some moving words about being a RARS member, 
and what it has meant to him. We wish Bill the best of 
luck in his new home in Texas. 

At this point, Rick KA3PSK introduced the 
speaker for the evening: Ed WA4PEN. The presen- 
tation was on the RARS 5 year plan, and particularly, 
the Van Plan: a set of ideas surrounding the procure- 
ment of a communications vehicle for the club. 

Door prizes went to: KF4BWO, WA4PEN, 
KE4IZP, KE4LJM, KE4FCJ, KD4ISC, KE4TUI, 
and AB40OZ. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:13p. 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


All RARS members 
are WELCOME 
at the monthly 


BOARD MEETINGS. 
See page 12 for details. 


4309 Northern Put Bivo. 
Monnocwute, PA 15146 
(412 374-9744 

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL 


(800) 6540815 


SPECIALIZING IN PREOWNED 
AwaTEuR AWD SWOonTWave Eouiewent 
Buy « Seut » Love to Taave 
We Canary Att Mason Branos of New Eouipuent 


JOHN P. SWAIN, JR., D.D.S. 


225 Bryan Building | 
Cameron Village § 
Raleigh, NC 27605 & 


(919) 833-3826 


HAMS ON ITV 


Mark your calendar. Amateur Radio 
is expected to be part of the cable television 
Sci-Fi Channel’s “Inside Space” program the 
weekend of November 17. Tentative plans 
are for airings on Friday evening the 17th at 9 
PM Eastern Time and later in the weekend. 
The show is expected to include scenes from 
the AMSAT Phase 3-D satellite lab in Orlando, 
as well as perhaps ARRL Field Day and other 
Amateur Radio scenes, says AMSAT Execu- 
tive Vice President Keith Baker, KB1SF. 

The Sci-Fi Channel also has recently 
been filming amateurs in conjunction with yet 
another episode of Inside Space, to air in De- 
cember or January. 

from an ARRL Bulletin 


N4IQA 
Robert P. Buehlmann 


Historian and Collector 
of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


5/95 


(919) 851-5169 | 


Yet another month 

has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits : 
of advertising in the EXCITER. | 
See page 2 fordetailsso 


NO QUACKING 


This report comes from VE3NDX via 
packet radio. Joe tells about reports in the Cana- 
dian Press that tell about an Australian man was 
fined $2,000 for quacking like a duck on his radio 
transmitter. No, we are not kidding. $2,000 for 
going quack, quack on the air. 

The fine was levied after the man 
pleaded guilty to operation and possession of 
unlicensed communications equipment. In ad- 
dition to the fine, he was also ordered to forfeit 
the equipment to the government. 

Joe adds that the guy is probably very 
lucky. Lucky in that some duck hunting ham 
didn’t get him first. 

from Amateur Radio Newsline 


But what about gobbling? —Ed. 
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PF TGs: 
tAG ™ 


Ee oe 
Amateur Radio - AN tional 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Socie the. 
P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 


. “Stee at 


First Class Mail 


6/30/96 


Calendar of Events: November 1995 


Nov. 7: Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church 


RARS ANNUAL AUCTION, see page 1 for details. 


Nov. 8: RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, Woody, KJ4SO, 848-1844 

Nov. 9: Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday, 782-8703 

Nov. 19: JARSfest-- hamfest, Benson, N.C., see page 6 for details. 

Nov. 20: Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 

Nov. 21: RARS Advisory Board meeting, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
All RARS members welcome. 

Nov. 25,26: CQ World Wide DX Contest, CW, info, Jeff AC4ZO, 362-9456 

Nov. 28: RARS Crystals Dinner meeting, info, Liz, KO4CK, 387-9152 


send additions, changes and corrections to the Editor as listed on page 2 


Bee 


